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EHMS Cleaning Roster 

Year Event 

1748 The ruins of Pompeii were rediscovered  

1896 The first modern Olympic Games opened in Athens.  

1865 The American Civil War effectively ended with Lee's surrender.  

1865 President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated.  

1912 The RMS Titanic sank in the North Atlantic.  

1616 Death of William Shakespeare.  

1986 The Chernobyl nuclear disaster occurred in Ukraine.  

1770 James Cook arrived at Botany Bay, Australia.  

1915 ANZAC landings on the  Gallipoli peninsular 

  

Historic Events of April 

NB Naughty Boys PG Photography Group 

AGC Art Group & Coin 

Collecting 

BFB Barefoot Bowling 

M Music Group   

CM Committee Meeting   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2NB 3Good Fri- 4 

5Easter  

Sunday 

6Easter 

Monday 

7Emergenc

y Training 

11.00am 

8PG 9NB 10 11 

12 13AGC 14CFA 

Talk 

15 16NB 17 18 

19 20AGC 21ANZAC 

Talk :Vin 

22PG 23NB 24BFB 25ANZAC 

26 27AGC 28Wal’s 29 30NB   

April 2026 

Coin Collecting 

Group 

Contact John Grennon 

https://ehms.org.au/Images/20240827EHMS-CleaningRoster.pdf
mailto:jgrennan@bigpond.net.au?subject=Coin%20Collecting%20Group%20Inquiry
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The last two weeks (of march) have been relatively quiet in 
terms of major business and I must thank President Ron for 
completing major tasks such as meeting with council regard-
ing shed extensions etc prior to going overseas Last meeting 
we had a guest speaker Dion who gave us valuable insight in-
to a subject which is at the heart of our organization Men’s 
Health Men let’s all be aware of this potential problem and 
look out for each other  

Thanks to all of you for your support as I stumbled through the 
meetings in Ron’s absence  

Bob Daly 

Vice President 

For 



Debrief   NUMber ONe   “ AMAZON “ 

The night was dark and stormy; the wind was howling like great guns 
as three men sat huddled around a campfire when the captain sud-
denly turned to Antonio and said…... “ Antonio tell us a tale “ so, Anto-
nio took a deep breath and began…….. 
Many years ago, we had letters and telegrams delivered by real peo-
ple direct to the door. 
Telegrams were  the first to disappear compliments of more modern 
communications then letters started to drop off until today where letter 
delivery runs at a massive loss to Australia Post  
Communications advanced further until almost every home is now a 
fully equipped office and every watch a mobile phone or small comput-
er…………....remember Dick Tracy’s watch or later on Maxwell Smarts 
shoe phone and don’t get me started on modern rings. 
Digressing a tad …..It’s a good thing Peter Wallace is a Shed member 
and fully across this new       “ever updating” world found in the ether 
cloud circling above our mere mortal heads. 
Parallel to the above an explosion of on-line shopping has evolved 
with a corresponding matching input of home deliveries / returns and it 
is here that real competition for parcel movement occurs AND why 
stop with the simple act of delivery ,why not offer the product for sale 
as well. 
This brings us to the AMAZON DISTRIBUTION CENTRE at Ravenhall 
and our Shed visit. 
Sometimes simple requirements make massive issues like having an 
email address and a matching  photo ID as a condition of entry, 
sounds easy you say so, let’s look at a few of our EHMS classic  ex-
amples. 
Ian is Ian  no problem   but is Bob…Bob  or is he Robert   or try  TONY 
R  who becomes more of a “ladies’ man” with  Anthony R   and I just 
simply cannot get my head around  Loui  being  Louis.  
Even  Naughty Boy Wal  is an alias and he is my neighbour…………
heaven forbid the shame. 
We will finish this exercise  with plain H. and you all know that H  be-
longs to “he who is late” 
Thanks to Peters “mothering “ all supplied information eventually 
turned out to be acceptable to Oliva at Amazon and we were officially 
listed for entry. 
After us, Men’s Sheds will probably have an outright ban and only Pro-
bus type groups will be vetted for future Amazon inspections. 
Finally, let’s consider our official photographer “ Vinney” for a mi-
nute………how can anyone ban pics when Vin can hold his water and 
is attending their “Bletchley Park” type facility in good faith 
Vin will require chocolate treats to aid his recovery with a few extras 
added for Ingrid as well.  
The day finally arrives  
Ian Cole 



The Tour organizers, Peter Wallace (EHMS), Olivia (Amazon 

Tours) and Ian Cole (EHMS) did an outstanding job organizing 

and conducting this event. 

We all ended up in the “pink” for this tour. 



Return 

On 26 February 1942, the Japanese submarine I-25, under the command of 
Captain Akiji Tagami, was off the northern tip of King Island in Bass Strait off the 
coast of Victoria, Australia, when an E14Y was launched on a reconnaissance 
flight over the Port of Melbourne.[1] The pilot and observer/gunner were in the air 
for three hours, during which time they successfully flew over Port Phillip 
Bay and observed the ships at anchor off Melbourne before returning to land on 
its floats beside the submarine, where it was winched aboard and disassembled. 

The E14Y is the only Japanese aircraft to overfly New Zealand during World War 

II (and only the second enemy aircraft after the German Friedrichshafen 

FF.33 'Wölfchen' during World War I). On 8 March 1942, Warrant Officer Nobuo 

Fujita photographed the Allied build-up in Wellington harbour in a "Glen" 

launched from the Japanese submarine I-25. On 13 March, he flew 

over Auckland, before the I-25 proceeded to Australia. On the night of 24/25 

May, Warrant Officer Susumo Ito flew a "Glen" over Auckland from the Japanese 

submarine I-21. Just days later, in the same aircraft, Ito flew the reconnaissance 

flight preceding the sole Japanese attack on Sydney Harbour in which twenty-

one seamen were killed when HMAS Kuttabul sank on 1 June 1942.
[
 

Japanese aircraft carrying submarine I-25 of type 

Kugisho E14Y1 “Glen” Float plane 
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Like Christmas, Easter has different meanings for both the faithful and the secular. Sea 

food, hot crossed buns and Easter eggs are all parts of this religious celebration that are 

shared by the community at large. For the faithful, Good Friday is the holiest day on the 

Christian Calendar. The day commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus Christ around  29AD. 

Easter Sunday celebrates the resurrection of Jesus. To Christians , Jesus remained in the 

tomb until the third day and to fulfil prophecy, He was raised from the grave as the first hu-

man of a new creation. 

The term Easter is actually a pagan term from Celtic tradition, this is why some Christian 

denominations prefer the term “Resurrection Sunday”.. Easter Sunday comes at the end of a 

period called Lent or the Lenten Fast. This is a period that some, not all, Christian denomi-

nations observe a period of six weeks where a luxury, a favorite food or past time is ab-

stained from in recognition of Christ’s sacrifice. In medieval times, catholic Christians would 

abstain from eating eggs over this time. They waited until Easter Sunday to eat eggs, hence 

Easter Eggs. Over the period the eggs were decorated. Easter eggs are also called  Paschal 

Eggs. In the 20th century, chocolate eggs replaced hen laid eggs and colored foil replaced 

paint for decoration. 

The egg is used for symbolism in a number of aspects of Christianity. The structure of shell, 

white and yoke forming one egg is seen as symbolic of the Holy Trinity. The chick breaking 

out of the shell at birth, was seen as symbolizing resurrection from the tomb, hence chicks 

as one of the symbols of Easter. Chicks were also a symbol of fertility. 

Decorations of eggs has also become elaborate with jeweled decoration eggs. These are 

highly prized and expensive. Easter Egg hunts is also a tradition many families celebrate at 

this time of year. 

Hot Crossed buns were traditionally eaten on Good Friday with the Cross decoration com-

memorating the crucifixion of Jesus, but over recent decades, seem to be eaten from Boxing 

Day onwards. The tradition recipe having to compete with weird and wonderful variations. 

Even a Doritos flavor, I think I will pass on that one. 

Traditionally, the Thursday before Easter is Holy Thursday, tradition also has this as the day 

of the Last Super commemoration . This coincided with the Passover meal at the time of 

Jesus and the symbolism was used by the Gospel writers. The hour of Jesus’s death was 

according to the Gospels was the ninth hour, 03:00 pm in our terms. Normally crucifixion 

victims were simply dumped in the local tip or left to the birds and wild animals to eat. The 

Gospels depart from the normal course by having Jesus’s body anointed with oils and spic-

es, wrapped in linen and placed in a tomb, this was very unusual for a person executed by 

crucifixion. 

Another unusual aspect of this story is the short time it took for Jesus to die. In ancient times 

people could take up to two weeks to die on a cross. The Gospels say that the other two 

victims with Jesus had their legs broken. This was a practice to speed up death by Asphyxi-

ation, it was not done to Jesus as he was already dead by sunset. Most medical people now 

believe, given the Gospel accounts, that Jesus died from a heart aneurysm, due to the falls 

with the heavy cross causing bruising of the heart tissue. According to medical experts, this 

would have caused the chest cavity to fill with blood, so effectively Jesus bled to death inter-

nally. This would align with the Gospel description of the blood plasma and lymphatic fluid 

separating, the blood and water pouring from the spear wound in Jesus side. 



One question that has puzzled historians since the event is that Pontius Pilate , through his 

term as Roman Governor of Judea, was a tough, by the book character. So why did he al-

low himself to be forced to have Jesus condemned, even though he believed that Jesus 

was innocent in the eyes both  the  Roman and Jewish law. Pilate was an associate of the 

Praetorian Guard, a one Lucius Aelius Sejanus. Sejanus had become implicated in a 

planned military coup to remove the then emperor Tiberius. Tiberius became aware of the 

plot and had Sejanus, with his family, executed. The Gospels say that when Pilot asked 

“What will I do with Jesus the King of the Jews?” the chief priest and elders answered that 

they have no king expect Ceasar. This may have been a reference to the Sejanus scandal 

at a time when Pilate was quite vulnerable. So you may see Jesus as being a victim of polli-

cal conspiracies and jealousies. 

The Gospels narrative shifts to the Sunday or first day of the week. Realizing that Jesus had 

prophesized that he would rise from the dead on the third day after His crucifixion, accord-

ing to the Gospels, the Chief Priests had convinced Pilate to station a guard at the tomb and 

put a seal on the tomb. This was to prevent Jesus’s followers from stealing His body and 

claiming He had risen. 

What occurred on the Sunday Morning has caused debates for two millennia. All  accounts 

agree that by the end of the Third Day, the Tomb was empty and the body could not be 

located. To believers like myself, this was simply because Jesus was resurrected and 

walked out of the Tomb. This actually answers all the questions of why the Tomb was emp-

ty, why the authorities could not locate a body, did not arrest, interrogate, torture the infor-

mation from Jesus’s followers. The fact that a highly trained Roman Guard had been over 

powered and a seven ton stone tossed out of the way adds to this. However what you be-

lieve occurred on the Sunday is for your own personal reflection. 

But for all, both the religious and secular, Easter has a message of hope in the darkest des-

pair. One great Afro American Peacher had as his catch phrase “Today maybe Friday, but 

Sunday is coming!”. The concept of love that the Christians brought to the first century world 

was such a radical departure from the then accepted thinking on love, that the Greeks had 

to create a new word for it, Agape, to describe this concept of unconditional love for all. 

Even for secular people, this gives an opportunity to support charities like the Good Friday 

RCH appeal and spend time with friends, family. Thinking about what you can do to make 

your world a better more compassionate one.       



Tyabb Airshow 2026 Report 

More Photos 

On the 1st of March I attended the biannual Tyabb Airshow. The displays consist-

ed of warbirds, vintage aircraft and vintage cars. A flight from the RAAF Roulettes 

also came in the afternoon and performed a display. 

The event was very well organized and managed, the Peninsular Aero Club 

should be congratulated on this achievement. Food stores, first aid stations and 

free water meant that the public was well looked after. The weather politely did not 

rain until the show had finish and everyone was going home. 

I would say the vast majority of attendees enjoyed the event immensely and left 

looking forward to 2028 for the next airshow. 

 A link to an extra hundred or so photos is at the bottom of this article. All in all, a 

very enjoyable day. 

Not a jet engine in 

sight, all propellers 

and loud piston/

turbojets engines dis-

turbing the peace at 

Tyabb 

Photos by Vin Wragg 
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https://photobucket.com/share/1a65d1e4-6f1c-4fad-9081-d9ed4c915666
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HMCS Snowberry corvette 

72nd scale Revell 

Model build by Vin Wragg and figures by Wal Bristowe. 72nd scale is very large for ship mod-

els. The Snowberry was an example of the corvettes that provided valuable escort for trans 

Atlantic convoys in World War Two. The model was originally designed and produced by the 

iconic British brand Matchbox, then latter by Revell. Designed from the outset as an adult build-

er’s model kit, the build is complex and does required a certain amount of skill as well as expe-

rience. 

Thank you to Wal Bristowe for his work on this project. 

Aeromodeller and Model Maker Repository 1958 to 1962 

https://vinwragg.com/EHMS/docs/


Featuring interesting vehicles owned or observed by EHMS members  
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Cowboy’s Landover De-

fender 

“Cowboy” Paul O’Brien 

sadly passed away 

2023. A popular local 

identity 



Howard de Zylva 

photos from 

March 

Return 

Daylight Saving Ends 

Sunday April 5th at 03:00 

am. Check your Smoke 

Detectors as well 

“The Philippines wore me out.” 

 Photographer  Anonymous 

Music Group 

Well Being Talk 

Safety with Power Tools 

Making signs 

Acting President 

speaks 
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Heart of Gold by Neil Young 

"Heart of Gold" is a song by Canadian singer-songwriter Neil 

Young. From his fourth album Harvest, it is Young's only U.S. No. 1 

single. In Canada, it reached No. 1 on the RPM national singles 

chart for the first time on April 8, 1972, on which date Young held 

the top spot on both the singles and albums charts, and No. 1 

again on May 13. Billboard ranked it as the No. 17 song for 1972. 

In 2004, Rolling Stone ranked it No. 297 on their list of the 500 

greatest songs of all time, No. 303 in an updated 2010 list, and No. 

259 in 2021. 

During my teenage years this song was our anthem, reflecting the 

struggle for identity and concern for the future. 

Vin Wragg 

• Neil Young – guitar, harmonica, vocals 

• Teddy Irwin – guitar 

• Ben Keith – pedal steel guitar 

 
• Tim Drummond – bass 

• Kenny Buttrey – drums 

• Linda Ronstadt – vocals 

•   James Taylor – vocals 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7eB7Wns1-M


Hi Shedders, 

I hope all that attended Coolart Gardens enjoyed themselves and if you wish to 

read the follow up report scan to DEBRIEF No 2 Coolart in Vins wonderful month-

ly newsletter.      

Just in passing, I am sure the Captain and Antinio have sailed to warmer shores 

probably never to be heard from again. 

On Thursday 23rd April we are off to Ambleside Park Homestead at 3 Olive 

Bank Rd  F.T.G. 

The suggested Shed arrival time is 9.35 and after the usual car-pooling leave at 

9.50am with our arrival at Ambleside just after the opening time of 10am. 

There is a small admission charge . 

At around 12 noon we will head off to the lunch venue the CLUB HOTEL at 848 

Burwood Hwy  F.T.G. 

Glen gets the nod on this one. 

 

On Thursday 21st May we are off to Trydel on the Beaconsfield / Emerald Rd 

in what I think is Dewhurst either way it is the old Equestrian Centre on the East 

Side of the Rd 

If you own a classic car this is the visit to give it a run as I will be doing with the 

50 Chev. ( if it starts that is ) 

There is a $20 p.p. charge here which I believe goes to charity. 

Thanks goes to Bob for his contact with the owner. 

Lunch will be at the CARDINIA PARK HOTEL in Beaconsfield. 

Times will be penciled in next month. 

 

On Thursday 18th June we are off to Bunnings , U.S.A. Foods and Fat Bobs 

virtually all in Cochranes Rd Moorabbin. 

This is flexible and there is a plan B but still a burger bar for lunch.  

Watch this space after Shed discussion because it may change 

 

On Thursday 16th July we will celebrate   “CHRISTMAS IN JULY”  at the old 

mushroom factory in Pearcedale. 

Mushroom Factory is its local handle however; it is many years since mushrooms 

were produced there. 

Discussion has started about the catering of / for this event and as the plan firms 

up you will be kept in the loop. 

Please mark the dates in your diary ,stay healthy and keep smiling 

Finally, and not specifically a shed outing however, this is worth mentioning any-

way. 

You may remember our visit last year to the Ambo Museum. 

 



Something similar happens with POLICE CARS except it is much less formal 

with a Car Club involved with the restoration and display of Police Vehicles. 

 

On Tuesday 14th April Ian Meates will attend the shed and discuss Po-

lice Cars from about 1920 showing over 100 slides and taking ques-

tions….even Terrys questions from the floor along with Loui’s and Tony’s 

confessions…….it should be an interesting morning. 

Ian is a member of the Victorian Police Car Historical Society and this date 

should go into your diary as well and by the way it is a catered lunch day 

Keep smiling 

Ian 

Ambleside Park Homestead  

Trydel Car Museum 

Police cars of the 1920s presentation 

https://youtu.be/_EPHNXgD_cI?si=H63xLZ8bc_Vvogbt


My Father’s War 

My father Clifford Anthony Wragg (Ragg originally) was born on 

the 6th of March, 1924 at Lakemba, New South Wales. A good 

rugby player and student, life took a downward turn when my 

grandmother died suddenly when he was only eight. My grandfa-

ther, who was second engineer on the RMS Niagara, was unable 

to look after his children, due to long stints at sea, so my father’s 

care was entrusted to relatives, who at times were abusive. 

Tragedy again struct in 1940 when my grandfather died in Sydney 

from Pneumonia. At 17 years of age, my father, Aunty Winnie and 

Uncle Bruce found themselves on the streets of Melbourne home-

less. The solution was to attend the Armed Services Recruiting of-

fice and lie about their age. Winnie put her age as 23, my father 22 

and Bruce 21. Bruce was in fact only 15 and my father 17 in 1941. 

Winnie was recruited into the RAAF and trained as a radar opera-

tor. Bruce and my father were recruited into the Army. Suspecting 

Bruce was just a boy, they assigned him to a job in stores that 

would keep away from combat and relatively safe from danger. 

My father had no such luck. He became part of the Royal Australi-

an Engineers and was seconded to the famous Ninth Division.   



Sailing to the Middle East in 1941, on the Queen Mary, he was in charge 

of the Bridge Bar and ran the onboard casino. Beer tokens were used as 

currency and by the time they had reached Alexandria, he owned all the 

beer tokens on board. 

He served two weeks during the siege of Tobruk and then against Axis 

forces in Syria. He most poignant memories are of the battle of El Ala-

main in September 1942. As a sapper, he was part of the team that 

cleared the 1.5 kilometer mine field, to allow the Australian Ninth Division 

to mount a diversionary attack at Kidney Ridge. This attack was so in-

tense that Rommel mistook it for the main attack and concentrating his 

forces against it, thereby making a blunder that cost him the battle and 

Germany the North Africa Campaign. 

With the threat to Australia itself, my father returned to Sydney. After a 

brief respite, he was sent again into action against the Japanese in the  

landings at Lae, New Guinea. He duties included building a pontoon 

bridge while under fire from a sniper. A bullet passed with in a centimeter 

of his head. He later said that he just had to keep working while he hoped 

the combat troops would get the sniper, before the sniper got him. Fortu-

nately the combat troops did get the sniper. He also survived a barrage of 

14 inch Naval gunfire. However he was critically wounded by a Japanese 

grenade and evacuated to Port Moresby.  

He spent many months recovering from this and lost the use of one lung 

for the rest of his life. So in 1944, the Army decided he had done his bit 

and gave him a Honorable Discharge on Medical Grounds. 

The end of the War did not bring an end to the suffering from the effects 

of his injuries. Physical damage to his lungs and Post Traumatic Stress 

were issues he had to deal with in the post war years. His medical and 

dental needs were taken care of by the Commonwealth through the Re-

patriation Department. 

When he passed away in September 2004, his coffin was flag draped, his 

medals displayed on it and the Last Post played at the end of the service. 

He never harbored any grudges against his former enemies. He said they 

were doing their duty as he was. On meeting a former member of the Af-

rica Core while on holiday in Munich, the two became life long friends. He 

also defended a young Japanese couple when they were insulted by 

some yobos. He asked them where they were when he was fighting in 

New Guinea. 

He called war the greatest stupidity known to man. The effect of war 

made him long for a peaceful life for his children. He couldn’t stand war 

movies as he said most didn’t portray the reality of war. 

People like my father are the ones we stand for on ANZAC day, the ones 

who laid down their lives, the ones who suffered injuries and the ones 

who were prepared to do so in the armed services, emergency services, 

Police and medical services. ANZAC day is a day to remember the cost 

of the democratic freedoms  we now enjoy. 



Both Doug Rowley and Ingrid Wragg are making steady recovers from 

their majors procedures. We hope and pray that they will progress to 

full recovery. 

Please submit any health updates to the Newsletter Editor  

for publication, thank you. 
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mailto:vinwragg01@gmail.com?subject=Heath%20Update


THE FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE 
The Finance Sub-Committee is a group of members who have volunteered 

to assist the treasurer in managing the financial affairs of the Shed. The sub

-committee should meet in the period before the monthly management com-

mittee meeting, held on the third Wednesday of each month. The main pur-

pose of the meeting is to share the knowledge of how the finances are man-

aged, which will help keep the Shed on the ‘straight and narrow” and to pro-

vide a finance report to be presented to the full management committee. 

The basic roles of the sub-committee are: 

Core Financial Oversight  

– how are the bank balances changing, 

how much did we spend last month,  

membership – tracking amounts received,  

can we finance the biscuit and BBQ lunch (ins/outs) 

Operating costs – electricity, internet, insurance, etc 

Funding and Sustainability 

The shed is a not for profit, registered charity, organisation – en-

sure we follow the rules. 

Grant applications, deciding what we can apply for and then en-

suring that we use it according to the conditions of the grant. 

Organising fund-raising initiatives. 

Consider partnerships, maybe sponsorships, donations of mate-

rials, etc. 

Capital Expenditure 

Health & Safety equipment maintenance and provisioning 

Equipment lifecycle management -  

Lifecycle mana 

Governance & Compliance 

Reviewing and renewing insurance annually. 

Verifying the books and ensuring we are ready for the annual 

audit. 

Maintaining the asset register so that we are aware of replace-

ment costs. 

Sample meeting Agenda 

Minutes of last meeting 

Items arising from the minutes 

Treasurers report – Confirming state of bank and petty cash ac-

counts. 

Project Income and Expenditure 

Grant updates 

Expense requests 

Any other business 

Thanks 

I would like to thank the volunteers who put up their hands to help by partici-

pating in this: Brian Oates, Maurice Canterbury, Bruce Latham, Gus de 

Hoogd, Mark Wittman. We may need some specialist representation from 

the workshop, music group, etc as we develop. All members are welcome to 

come along and observe. 

My suggestion is that we meet for about an hour on a day to be agreed in 

the week containing the second Wednesday, i.e. a week before the Shed 

Committee meeting. Day to be agreed between us. 

John Thorton 

Treasurer 
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One of these members will be on duty when the Shed is open. They 

will assist you with inquires and explanations regarding Endeavour 

Hills Men’s Shed. 



EHMS Contact Details 

 

President 

Ronald Sterling 

email: principalservices@gmail.com 

Vice President 

Bob Daly 

email: lock-wood@bigpond.com 

Secretary 

Paul Morris 

email: secretary@ehms.org.au 

Treasurer 

John Thornton 

email: treasurer@ehms.org.au 

Almoner: Doug Rowley 

email: yelwor1946@gmail.com 

Open Days 

Every weekday 10am - 3pm 

Saturday 10am - Noon 

Or Follow us on Facebook 

EHMS Facebook  
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Inquires to the Newsletter Editor 

Daylight Saving starts 

All submissions to the Newsletter to be made by the 25th of the month 

mailto:principalservices@gmail.com?subject=President%20Inquiry
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